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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 26 September 2008 . 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Acknowledgements 

1. Acknowledgment is made of Applicants' amendment to the claims filed on 26 September 
2008. The replacement drawings are accepted and have been placed in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

3. Claims 1 - 3, 7, and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Zetterstrom et al. WO 96/00661 ("Zetterstrom"). Zetterstrom discloses an integrated rear 
suspension assembly fixedly securable to a transmission case, rear wheel carriers, and frame rails 
of a motor vehicle, said integrated rear suspension assembly comprising: 

4. a plurality of trailing arms (18) having first and second ends, each of said first ends 
secured to one of the frame rails and each of said second ends secured to each of the rear wheel 
carriers; 

5. a plurality of control arms (12) pivotally secured to each of said plurality of trailing arms 
for controlling said plurality of trailing arms; 

6. a compound link member (24) having opposing ends attached to each of said plurality of 
trailing arms; and 

7. a transmission cross member (1) fixedly secured to each of the frame rails, said 
transmission cross member including fixtures to receive and secure the transmission case and 
each of said plurality of control arms thereto such that said transmission cross member facilitates 
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said integrated rear suspension assembly and the transmission case to be assembled prior to 
securing said integrated suspension assembly to the frame rails. 

8. In reference to claims 2, 3, 7, and 8, Zetterstrom further discloses the transmission cross 
member includes fixtures for securing the transmission case thereto; a rear cross member (30) 
having a lowered profile; a shock absorber (20) having one end coupled to the compound 
member and another end adapted to be coupled to one of the frame rails; and wherein the control 
arms are coupled to the transmission cross member. 

9. Claims 1, 2, 6, and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Arkus- 
Duntov et al. U.S. 3,147,815 ("Arkus"). Arkus discloses an integrated rear suspension assembly 
fixedly securable to a transmission case, rear wheel carriers, and frame rails of a motor vehicle, 
said integrated rear suspension assembly comprising: 

10. a plurality of trailing arms having first and second ends (column 1, line 68), each of said 
first ends secured to one of the frame rails and each of said second ends secured to each of the 
rear wheel carriers; 

11. a plurality of control arms pivotally secured to each of said plurality of trailing arms for 
controlling said plurality of trailing arms (column 2, line 24); 

12. a compound link member (8) having opposing ends attached to each of said plurality of 
trailing arms; and 

13. a transmission cross member fixedly secured to each of the frame rails (column 3, line 
33), said transmission cross member including fixtures to receive and secure the transmission 
case and each of said plurality of control arms thereto such that said transmission cross member 
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facilitates said integrated rear suspension assembly and the transmission case to be assembled 
prior to securing said integrated suspension assembly to the frame rails. 

14. In reference to claims 2, 6, and 8, Arkus further discloses the transmission cross member 
includes fixtures for securing the transmission case thereto; wherein the trailing arms each 
include apertures adapted to receive driven shafts extending from the transmission case; and 
wherein the control arms are coupled to the transmission cross member. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

15. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

16. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Zetterstrom in 
view of Toda et al. JP 6127231 ("Toda"). Zetterstrom does not disclose a bell crank. Toda 
teaches a bell crank (50) rotatably coupled to the compound link member. It would have been 
obvious for a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Zetterstrom such that it comprised the bell crank in view of the teachings of Toda so as to reduce 
the size and weight of an input transmission system to a roll damper. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

17. Claim 5 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

18. Claims 9 - 17 are allowed. 
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Response to Arguments 

19. Applicant's arguments, see page 7, paragraph 5, with respect to the rejection(s) of 
claim(s) 1 and 2 under 102(b) directed to reference Matschinsky et al. DE 31 36 125 have been 
fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, 
upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Zetterstrom and 
Arkus. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to KAREN AMORES whose telephone number is (571)272-6212. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Q. Nguyen can be reached on (571)-272-6952. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
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like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/John Q. Nguyen/ KAREN AMORES 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3616 Examiner 

Art Unit 3616 

/K. A./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3616 



